25X1A2g

T CLASSIFICATION  coems™
(' 7  Approved For Reiira 1RRRIORIERGICIEREIPE2-004RTRAING
INFORMATIOSECRET -ORT  cp o,

e 6N

COUNTRY  Austria DATE DISTR, 17 Feb 1949

SUBJECT  General Friedrich Franek - NO. OF PAGES2

25X1A6a 2R8Xhapiprkschutz

PLACE NO, OF ENCLS.
(LISTED BELOW)

ACQUIRED

DATE OF IN SUPPLEMENTTO  25X1X6

REPORT NO.

oy THIS DOG CORTAINS :mﬂul nmcn' A -' m THER )
£l e, s e it THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

OF 178 COUTEHTS 1N ANY LLRNER 1Y
REPRCD Qi I8 PRODIBITUD.

SRR i T

1. As indicated in previous reyorts, Austrian General Friedrich Franek®is work-
ing closely vith the Central. Corritiee of tha Austrian Corrmnist Party in
planning and supervising the activities of CP paramilitary forces. One of
Franek's assignrents has bren the :t'mrgax:d.:zuai-.icn'zx5o)€1 the Verkschutz.
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2. On 30 November 1948, Goneral Franck visited a Werkschutz tralaing school at
25X1A6a Allentsteig. He loft in a car belongingm to the Vienna CP Stadtleitung
{CP eity headquarters s Yith him wae

Kratky, a Werkschuiz official vhose title is WYachkomrandant des Werkschutzes.
Genoral Franck is to mals inspection trips to all Werkschutz training carps,

3. The Werkschutz training camps visited by General Fransk at Allentstelg, Lower
Austria, is run in eon’unction with a Soviet~controlled concentration canp for
trangient prisoners. “he canp installatlon consista of {ormer German Reicha-
arbeitsdienst shacks hich are capable of accormodating 1,000 persons. At
present, there are ahwut 200 prisoners in the concentration carps rost of
them sre former Yugosiav citizens awaiting repatriation. The prisoners are requirad
4o work. Perranent canmp personnsl, such as cooks and supply officers, are all
CP rerbors. The Wertschutz training camp is r<ferred to as a schocl for cp
officials (Funktionrerenschuls). The course lagh two montha. At present, a
group of about 80 yursons im attending the course. Among the trainees are
Fritz lauman and Fyanz Luipold from Vienna, and Gustav Schwieler from Wiener-
Neustadt. Soviet »fficers attached to the prieson camp act as instructors in

25X1AGathe Werkschutz sciool. Much of the instruction consists of tactical terrain
_ exercises (Gelasniedienst). Traineces are fed and paid by the Soviets.

4~ 0n 1 Novenber 198, Werksohmta f1las at the OF CU P ormittes headquarters,

adninistered by Prohaska w q, showed a total
Herksehutz merbarchip of 16,480 (sse Field Corment “elow). From 700 toc 1,000
Werkschutz momters are actually doinyguard duty, or have administrative postss

the remainder forms a nucleus of a future clandestine fighting arm of the CP,
25X 1A6apetimes eallod the Black Prigade.

menk: A recent report from US authorities in Austria contains a
aimilar explnnation of the Black Brigade, which is deseribed as thes undercover
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sogerve of the erkschutz in non-Soviet zones of Austria where the Hork-
achutz cannot ba ormanized overtly. It is further stated in this report
#hat Soviet suthorities have rade plans to turn the 'Jerkschutz over to the
CP, and that a Yerkschutz staff has been installed in the Central Comnmittes
headquarters. We are inclined to treat with reserve reports on the existence
of an orranized Black Brisade, or Corrmnist paramilitary force, in Austria
with merborship as high as 16,000, Although the Black Brigade is mentlonsd
Irequently in reports on Commmnist activities in Austria and CP monbershin
is thought to include as rany as 15,000 potential paranilitary reservists,
the existonce of the Black Brigade has never been proved, nor have we re—
poived any exact informntion as to its organization, pergonnsl, or present

25X1A6activities. )

t: General Franek returned to Austria from Russian cap-
tivity in the sumer of 1948. While in Russian captivity, he was a member
of tho Oesterreichisches anti~faschistisches Aktlv and has collaborated with
the Austrian Cormunist Party since his return.)
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